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I strongly support this legislation and urge 

all Members to join me in voting for the Sen-
ate Amendment to H.R. 1437 ‘‘Further Con-
tinuing Appropriations and Extensions Act, 
2023.’’ 

f 

HONORING MIAMI/BAHAMAS 
GOOMBAY HONOREES 

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
from the 24th District of the great State of 
Florida, I rise today in celebration of the 39th 
Miami/Bahamas Goombay Festival and to pay 
tribute to a group of remarkable individuals for 
their historic longevity journey and commit-
ment to Miami’s Coconut Grove community. 

The Miami/Bahamas Goombay Festival is a 
celebration of cultural expression embracing 
the legacy of Miami’s Bahamian-rooted com-
munity known as Coconut Grove. The three- 
day celebration strives to provide a historical 
overview of the American/Bahamian culture by 
educating and exposing the public to its rich 
heritage and traditions. 

These pillars of the Coconut Grove commu-
nity have been an integral part in upholding 
the mission of the Miami/Bahamas Goombay 
Festival and deserve to be recognized: 
MayBelle Berry, Elizabeth Daniels, Thelma A. 
Gibson, Beatrice F. Johnson, Mary B. McCray, 
Delois McGriff, Hattie Mattox, Hattie M. Nelms, 
Ethel R. Phillip, and Dr. George A. Simpson. 

Since the 19th century, Bahamians have 
played a significant role in the City of Miami 
representing one third of the registered sig-
natories needed for the city’s incorporation. 
Their rich Bahamian heritage has been pre-
served throughout the years with the support 
of individuals like the 39th Miami/Bahamas 
Goombay Festival honorees. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in honoring 
these living legends of Coconut Grove‘s rich 
history. 
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EXCHANGE OF LETTERS 
REGARDING H.R. 2415 AND H.R. 2641 

HON. RAÚL M. GRIJALVA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Madam Speaker, I include 
in the RECORD the following exchange of let-
ters regarding H.R. 2415 and H.R 2641. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND COMMERCE, 

Washington, DC, December 13, 2022. 
Hon. RAÚL M. GRIJALVA, 
Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN GRIJALVA: I write con-
cerning H.R. 2415, the ‘‘Orphaned Well Clean-
up and Jobs Act of 2021.’’ This legislation 
would amend section 349 of the Energy Pol-
icy Act of 2005 to eliminate existing sub-
section (g) which authorized a technical and 
financial assistant program at the Depart-
ment of Energy to help States remedy envi-
ronmental problems caused by orphaned or 
abandoned oil and gas wells on State or pri-
vate land which is within the jurisdiction of 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

In an effort to expedite the filing of the 
Natural Resources bill report for legislative 
history purposes, I agree to not seek a se-
quential referral at this time. The Com-
mittee takes this action with our mutual un-
derstanding that by forgoing a sequential re-
ferral request of H.R. 2415 at this time, we do 
not waive any jurisdiction over the subject 
matter contained in this or similar legisla-
tion. 

Finally, I would appreciate your response 
to this letter confirming this understanding 
and ask that a copy of our exchange of let-
ters on this matter be included in the Con-
gressional Record to memorialize our under-
standing. 

Sincerely, 
FRANK PALLONE, Jr., 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES, 

Washington, DC, December 14, 2022. 
Hon. FRANK PALLONE, Jr., 
Chairman, Committee on Energy and Commerce, 
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN PALLONE: I write to you 
concerning H.R. 2641, the ‘‘Pacific Northwest 
Pumped Storage Hydropower Development 
Act of 2021.’’ 

I acknowledge and appreciate that despite 
considering seeking a sequential referral on 
this legislation, the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce decided not to do so when the 
Committee on Natural Resources filed our 
committee report on the bill. 

I thank you for your cooperation regarding 
this legislation and look forward to con-
tinuing to work with you as this measure 
moves through the legislative process. I will 
ensure that our exchange of letters is in-
cluded in the Congressional Record. 

Sincerely, 
RAÚL M. GRIJALVA, 

Chair, House Natural Resources Committee. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND COMMERCE, 

Washington, DC, December 13, 2022. 
Hon. RAÚL M. GRIJALVA, 
Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN GRIJALVA: I write con-
cerning H.R. 2641, the ‘‘Pacific Northwest 
Pumped Storage Hydropower Development 
Act of 2021 .’’ This legislation would elimi-
nate the Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission’s role in the licensing of non-federal 
entities development of small conduit hydro-
power or pumped energy storage facilities at 
Bureau of Reclamation reservoir which is 
within the jurisdiction of the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

In an effort to expedite the filing of the 
Natural Resources bill report for legislative 
history purposes, I agree to not seek a se-
quential referral at this time. The Com-
mittee takes this action with our mutual un-
derstanding that by forgoing a sequential re-
ferral request of H.R. 2641 at this time, we do 
not waive any jurisdiction over the subject 
matter contained in this or similar legisla-
tion. 

Finally, I would appreciate your response 
to this letter confirming this understanding 
and ask that a copy of our exchange of let-
ters on this matter be included in Congres-
sional Record to memorialize our under-
standing. 

Sincerely, 
FRANK PALLONE, Jr., 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES, 

Washington, DC, December 14, 2022. 
Hon. FRANK PALLONE, Jr., 
Chairman, Committee on Energy and Commerce 
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN PALLONE: I write to you 
concerning H.R. 2415, the ‘‘Orphaned Well 
Cleanup and Jobs Act of 2021.’’ 

I acknowledge and appreciate that despite 
considering seeking a sequential referral on 
this legislation, the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce decided not to do so when the 
Committee on Natural Resources filed our 
committee report on the bill. 

I thank you for your cooperation regarding 
this legislation and look forward to con-
tinuing to work with you as this measure 
moves through the legislative process. I will 
ensure that our exchange of letters is in-
cluded in the Congressional Record . 

Sincerely, 
RAÚL M. GRIJALVA, 

Chair, House Natural Resources Committee. 
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HONORING MS. DEBRA HEMBREE’S 
SERVICE TO SOUTH MISSISSIPPI 

HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZO 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Mr. PALAZZO. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize one of my district staff, Ms. 
Debra Hembree, for her 11 years of dedicated 
service as a congressional staffer. In 2011, 
Debra began working in my Pascagoula dis-
trict office as a Congressional Liaison pro-
viding casework assistance for constituents in 
several counties throughout the Fourth Con-
gressional District. 

Debra is originally from Canton, MS, and is 
a lifelong Mississippian. She attended and 
graduated from the University of Southern 
Mississippi and Mississippi State University, 
receiving her Bachelor of Science Degree in 
Elementary Education and Master’s in Ele-
mentary Education, respectively. 

Debra served the community, educating 
young children, the future leaders of our great 
state, during her 30 year teaching career in 
the Pascagoula-Gautier School District before 
her retirement in 2004. Shortly after her retire-
ment, Debra continued her teaching career at 
the Murray School at Wilmer Hall in Mobile, 
Alabama. While there, she embraced this new 
and challenging opportunity as the resource 
teacher for children in grades 6 through 12. 

Debra’s life was blessed 10 years ago when 
she met and married her husband, Tom. To-
gether they share 3 children: Debra’s daughter 
Anna, Anna’s husband Chip; Tom’s son Mitch, 
Mitch’s wife Diana; and Tom’s son Austin. 
They also have 2 precious grandsons, Jack 
and Hudson. 

The foundation of Debra’s life is her faith 
and belief that we are here to serve others. 
She is currently a member of First Baptist 
Church of Vancleave. Through the years, she 
has been involved in various areas of church 
service, including the preschool ministry, the 
Girls’ Auxiliary, the Women’s Ministry team, 
and Vacation Bible School. She has also been 
a member of the choir, 

I genuinely appreciate Debra’s years of 
service to the constituents of the Fourth Con-
gressional District. She has always been a 
loyal team member who has worked diligently 
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to assist constituents. Her positive attitude and 
exceptional work ethic are exemplary. Thank 
you, Madam Speaker, for allowing me to ex-
press my gratitude to Mrs. Debra Hembree for 
11 years of dedicated service. 

f 

AUTHORIZATION TO ESTABLISH 
COMMEMORATIVE WORK 

SPEECH OF 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 12, 2022 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of my bill, H.R. 6611 to authorize the 
French Embassy in the United States to es-
tablish a commemorative work in Rock Creek 
Park to honor the extraordinary contributions 
of Jean Monnet. 

Jean Monnet, a French citizen living in 
Washington, DC, played an extraordinary role 
promoting cooperation and peace on both 
sides of the Atlantic, which has furthered the 
national interest of the United States and is 
also of lasting historical significance to the 
American people. 

Specifically, he is credited for his skillful ef-
forts to restore peace between European na-
tions, playing a critical role during both World 
Wars, and is often referred to as the founder 
of the European Union. Having sowed the 
seeds of the European Union, we continue to 
reap the benefits of Monnet’s work today as 
evidence through the strength of the European 
Union and the continued coordination of the 
transatlantic alliance countering 
authoritarianism wherever it exists. 

To provide more color on the importance of 
establishing this commemorative work, I would 
like to speak about the great accomplishments 
of Jean Monnet. 

He was a French diplomat and business-
man, as well as a dedicated citizen of Europe 
and a devoted friend of the United States. 
Monnet was a thoughtful individual who played 
a critical role in many of the 20th centuries 
major events. Today, he is most known for his 
efforts during both World Wars, the rebuilding 
of Europe, and the founding of European 
Union. 

Specifically, Monnet is recognized for his 
creative thinking that was essential to the U.S. 
and Allied victory over Nazi Germany. After 
seeking refuge in the United States during 
Nazi-Germany’s occupation of France, Monnet 
served as an adviser to U.S. President Frank-
lin Delano Roosevelt and as a special envoy 
of the United States to the Free French. Dur-
ing that time, he also became a member of 
the British Purchasing Commission. There, he 
worked with senior U.S. officials to coordinate 
Allied resources, galvanize U.S. war produc-
tion, and unleash the ‘‘arsenal of democracy,’’ 
a phrase coined by Monnet and later made fa-
mous by President Roosevelt. In fact, econo-
mist John Maynard Keynes once said that 
Monnet’s contributions shortened the global 
conflict by an entire year and, through his ac-
tions, saved tens of thousands of European 
and American lives. 

Following the Allied victory of WWII, Monnet 
started several initiatives which are known to 
have been the catalysts for the eventual cre-
ation of the European Union. For instance, 
Monnet proposed the creation of the European 

Coal and Steel Community (ECSC), an initia-
tive that pooled the coal and steel resources 
of 6 counties in Europe, greatly contributing to 
increased production and resolving a centuries 
old dispute over these resources. In addition, 
he established the Action Committee for the 
United States of Europe, a political organiza-
tion that united parties across Europe to advo-
cate for further European integration. These 2 
actions, the creation of the ECSC and the Ac-
tion Committee, were both critical steps in the 
formation of the political union that the Euro-
pean Union represents today. 

Monnet’s legacy continues today as the 
transatlantic alliance stands united in the face 
of Russian aggression and rising autocracy 
globally. The United States and Europe must 
continue to face our challenges as he so 
strongly encouraged: by working together to-
wards a more peaceful future. 

With that being said, I want to acknowledge 
the bi-partisan effort it took to move this legis-
lation forward and I thank my fellow Co-Chairs 
on the House French Caucus, Representa-
tives LATTA, SCHIFF, and WILSON for their origi-
nal co-sponsorship and all efforts to advance 
this legislation. I’d also like to thank Chairs 
GRIJALVA, NEGUSE, and my colleagues on the 
Natural Resources Committee for consider-
ation of this measure and for allowing it to 
move to the floor so expeditiously. 

I also want to thank the leadership of this 
House for taking on this important issue, and 
supporting the passing of H.R. 6611. The 
commemoration to Monnet will stand as a 
continual reminder of the historic and con-
tinuing importance of the transatlantic partner-
ship between the United States, France, and 
the greater European community. I urge my 
colleagues to support this legislation. 

f 

SUSIE MURRAY 

HON. BETH VAN DUYNE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Ms. VAN DUYNE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Susie Murray, the school 
nurse at Ursuline Academy. Since the begin-
ning of the pandemic, Susie has gone above 
and beyond to keep the students, faculty, and 
staff of Ursuline Academy safe. 

Susie diligently kept up on the protocols 
from the city, county, and state. She also 
carefully kept track of cases to help keep stu-
dents and faculty as safe and healthy as pos-
sible. Susie’s efforts allowed Ursuline to avoid 
additional lockdown periods when they re-
turned to in-person learning. When uncertainty 
disheartened parents, teachers and students, 
Susie remained cool-headed and dedicated to 
the task ahead of her. 

The Covid–19 pandemic, however, was not 
the beginning of Susie’s dedication to her 
community. Even before the pandemic, she 
played a vital role in the well-being of 
Ursuline’s students and faculty by attending 
retreats, chaperoning the Students Reach Out 
service club, and always being ready and will-
ing to support a student or colleague in any 
way. 

On behalf of the North Texas community, I’d 
like to extend my gratitude to Susie for her 
dedicated leadership before, during, and after 
the pandemic. 

HONORING BRITT VAN 

HON. DEREK KILMER 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, December 15, 2022 

Mr. KILMER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the service of Britt Van, a brilliant 
staffer and someone I am proud to have 
worked alongside for years. 

Britt departs the New Dem Coalition as Pol-
icy Director this month after 5 years and 7 
months with the organization. I feel especially 
fortunate she was on the team during the time 
I served as Chair of the Coalition. 

During my tenure as Chair, Britt was a driv-
ing force in making the New Dems the strong 
coalition of policy leaders in Congress that we 
are known as today. She knows every New 
Dem policy area like the back of her hand and 
has skillfully guided Members on issues from 
housing to trade. She also restructured and 
revived the Coalition’s policy task forces, 
which continue to do important work in finding 
the best solutions to pressing problems. 

But I am most grateful and proud of Britt’s 
work on behalf of the Coalition on 2 brilliant 
ideas: automatic stabilizers and the RECOM-
PETE program. 

With automatic stabilizers, Britt took a very 
complicated, ‘‘wonky’’ idea and made it real 
and actionable for policymakers across the 
ideological spectrum. She advanced this idea 
forward in the months following the COVID–19 
outbreak when we discussed how and when 
to enhance federal benefits during economic 
downturns, like we saw during the pandemic. 
While we weren’t successful, I am confident 
policymakers will eventually see the value of 
automatic stabilizers for federal benefits. 
When that day comes, we can thank Britt for 
taking this idea from concept to reality. 

With the RECOMPETE program, Britt 
helped me bring to life something very near 
and dear to my heart. When I was growing up 
in Port Angeles, I saw my community suffer 
from an economic downturn that fundamen-
tally changed the fabric of my life. The timber 
industry took it on the chin, and many families 
were never able to recover. Since then, I’ve 
spent most of my adult life trying to find a so-
lution and make sure this doesn’t continue 
happening, a solution to ensure we protect 
workers and communities and make sure no 
one gets left behind. Frankly, it’s why I came 
to Congress. And that’s why I asked Britt to 
help me create the RECOMPETE program, 
which provides communities with a flexible, 
long-term grant to create jobs and lay the 
foundation for long-term economic growth. 

Britt and I worked on this legislation for 
many long months, and after many iterations, 
our RECOMPETE Act was finally passed by 
Congress and signed into law as a part of the 
historic CHIPS and Science Act. 

Britt’s work with the RECOMPETE Act is 
just 1 example of how she embodies the 
model of what a public servant is and should 
be. She digs down deep into an issue, pours 
her life and soul into the work, and truly does 
it in service of a better tomorrow. She believes 
in the best of government to help people. She 
believes in the work we do and goes for-
ward—undeterred and bravely—with that 
work. You really can’t wish for much more in 
a staffer or a person—and I didn’t ever. 

Britt has been a wonderful presence at New 
Dems and on the Hill for the past 5 plus 
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